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with our young men and women put in
grave danger.

I would like to take this discussion
tonight to another level which goes be-
yond the fine print of agreements,
which inevitably are lost, and goes to
higher principles. This is an appro-
priate time to reflect on the lessons
that we have learned in the Balkan
war, and to take those lessons and
transform them, and to transform
these thoughts of war into thoughts of
peace, and turn the thought of peace
into the reality of peace, and to speak
to higher principles, which this coun-
try has the ability to create so that we
can continue in our historic quest to be
the light of the world, to be what the
prophet spoke of as the shining city on
a hill, resplendent in our commitment
to all human values, to evolve into a
country which can win the peace with-
out finding it necessary to take up
arms to win a war.

The values which are enshrined in
the Declaration of Independence ani-
mate our concern for each other and
for people around the world. These
words ring in the hearts of Americans:
We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal; that
they are endowed by their creator with
certain inalienable rights; that among
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness.

These values, these ideas, these
ideals, are so powerful that they cause
others to rise up in defense of their
own rights all over the world. We
Americans love democracy, and it
hurts us when we see tyrants imposing
death or death of hope on people any-
where in the world.

Recent humanitarian catastrophes
have occurred and the United States
did not intervene: 80,000 dead in Alge-
ria; 10,000 dead in the Ethiopian-Eri-
trean war in a recent month; 820,000
dead in Rwanda over 5 years; 1.5 mil-
lion dead in Sudan in the first 15 years;
40,000 Kurds dead at the hands of Turk-
ish forces; 200,000 people killed in East
Timor by Indonesian forces.

These tragedies have befallen our
brothers and sisters around the world,
people we surely care about but people
we did not help, people who died while
the world watched.

We have the strongest Nation in the
world, yet with that strength through
great difficulty we learned to exercise
the greatest discretion in the use of
force, because once that force is used
the consequences cannot be predicted.
Sometimes the very people we intend
to help may end up being hurt.

Such a dilemma has faced us in the
Balkans. We have advanced here a doc-
trine of humanitarian intervention. By
all fair accounts, that intervention has
produced conditions which are worse
than they were before we began our in-
volvement.

Ethnic cleansing was being under-
taken against the Kosovar Albanians.
NATO’s bombing accelerated it. Ser-
bian paramilitary attacks cause
masses of Kosovar Albanians to flee

the province. NATO’s bombing turned
masses into a great human tide seeking
to flee the war. Serbian paramilitary
forces destroyed the homes and villages
of Kosovar Albanians. NATO’s bombing
widened the area of destruction.

Today there will be a semblance of
peace or a chance for peace in Kosovo,
but what kind of a peace? It will be a
peace which will have been gained at
the cost of thousands of lives of inno-
cent civilians of both sides? It will be a
peace where the province has been
decimated by both sides by cluster
bombs, by booby traps, by landmines.
It will harken to the comment that
was made in another war: We have cre-
ated a desert, and have called it peace.

Certainly in a democracy our history
has shown us that there are some
things worth standing up for. I think
the most important thing that any one
of us can do in life is to stand up and
to fight for those things we believe in.
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In this country, we believe in free-
dom of religion. We hate to see that
freedom denied to anyone anywhere
else in the world. Yet that freedom is
being denied today in China, in East
Timor, in Burma, in North Korea, and
in other nations; and that bothers us as
Americans.

In the United States, freedom of reli-
gion is essential to our democracy. It is
first in our amendments. It is first in
our hearts. People come from all over
the world here to find freedom of reli-
gion to follow that truth that reso-
nates with their own hearts. Americans
fought for that right. Indeed, it is a
human right.

This freedom of religion means that
all may pray and worship; that no one
is forced to worship any faith except
that which they believe; that the State
sponsors no religion, but respects all
religion. This is a powerful principle of
freedom of religion.

We separate church and State in
America, but separation and such sepa-
ration by our Founders was never
meant to imply that we should sepa-
rate the practice of government from
high principles or the actions of gov-
ernment from spiritual principles.

Our motto in the United States, as
we all know, is ‘‘In God We Trust.’’
That motto is not simply the recogni-
tion of an external transcended reality.
It is a communion of the Nation with
the angels. It has become a clarion call
for moral leadership. If we truly trust
in God, then each of us must become as
moral leaders. If we trust in God, each
of us can summon a transcendent mo-
rality.

Spiritual awareness enkindles the
power of the human heart, which
brings to each of us love which tran-
scends all, love which heals all, love
which comforts all, love which sees all,
love which forgives all, love which con-
quers all, love which speaks to all, love
which you hear, love which you can
feel, love you can touch, love you can
see; and then we comprehend under-

standing, and we are able to touch the
wings of angels.

That appeal to sense in essence tran-
scends language when we communicate
with each other through the heart.
Love speaks to all languages. The lan-
guage of the human heart speaks
through all languages.

Now in Christianity, the highest
commandment is to love one another.
Love yourself. Love your neighbor as
yourself. As we affirm love in our
hearts, we affirm the future; and the
future is in turn revealed to us, be-
cause a heart filled with love is like a
magnet that draws to it the love that
it desires. What the heart seeks, the
heart finds. What the heart asks for,
the heart receives. If the heart asks for
peace, its prayer will be answered. So
will be the prayer be answered if it
asks for war. The doors at which the
heart knocks on are open. As we affirm
love in our hearts, we affirm truth, and
eternity is revealed to us.

When this war in the Balkans first
began, Mr. Speaker, I felt this illogic of
war grip this Capitol. It was as a phys-
ical force, whirling like a vortex, the
start of war. Words of war, actions of
war produce war. We can be co-creators
of our own world.

So as we are near the end of what we
can only hope be the last war of this
century, it is time to ask what kind of
a world do we want in the next century
and how can we avoid the wars of the
next century. How can we build the
peace of the next century.

We want a world of love, a world of
hope, a world of joy, a world of pros-
perity, a world where all may worship,
a world where all may live, a world
where all may strive, a world where all
may grow, a world of peace.

Many of us have come to America,
indeed many of my constituents have
come to America from different na-
tions. That is one of our strengths in
this country, our diversity.

The motto which soars above this
majestic chamber speaks to the unity
of one people, e pluribus unum: out of
many, one. That is why it is so painful
for we Americans to watch people suf-
fering anywhere in the world, because
they happen to have a different reli-
gion, a different race, a different ethnic
group, a different political philosophy.

We come here from many Nations.
We share a common destiny as brothers
and sisters of a common planet. What
kind of a world do we want? Only
through the application of higher prin-
ciples can we hope to have our systems
of government forsake war and de-
struction and to make the survival of
each person a sacred commitment.

In this world of strife and war, we are
called upon to be channels of peace. In
this world of darkness, we are called
upon to bring light. In this world of
fear, we are called upon to bring cour-
age. In this world of despair, we are
called upon to bring hope. In this world
of poverty, much poverty, let us bring
forth plenty. In this world of igno-
rance, let the light of knowledge light


